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Your home should be a place that 

NTRODI ICING the makes you feel safe—both as a place to 
live and as an investment. The challenge 

is how to build this better home when 


® 
faced with increased pressure on timber 
’ resources and the environment. 
Our revolutionary solution is the 


FrameWorks* Building System. This system 


creates a home that’s made of integrated 
e structural systems rather than pieces of 


lumber. These engineered elements let us 


place strength where it’s needed, so we 

don’t put material where it isn’t needed. 
A stable The result: stronger homes that make 
better use of our resources. 

Over the last thirty years, we've 
developed technologies that let us take 
the natural strengths of wood and recon- 
figure them in ways that are even more 
efficient. Talk to the people below about 
how you can build with the FrameWorks* 
Building System. 


=) FrameWorks. 
Lous Joey] Macf idan 


ademark of Trus Joist 
nip, Boise, Idaho. 


Frame Works® is a registered t 
MacMillan, a limited partne 


HONSADOR RINELL WOOD SYSTEMS, INC. 
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Nit Wye 


New Showroom 


7) 
Vache Design Center 


Visit our new showroom 
at the Gentry Pacific 
Design Center and browse 
our unique selection of deco- 
rative wallcoverings, mold- 
ings, Ceilings 


and acoustical products. 


Architectural Surfaces. 
Providing creative solutions 


with unique finish materials. 


LA Architectural 

A ‘a à Surfaces 
Incorporated 

Gentry Pacific Design Center 


Second Floor €wa 


Phone: 523-7866 
Neighbor Islands Call Toll Free: 
800-523-7886 


Showroom Hours: 
M-F 9:00AM-5:00PM 


Intelligence | 
applied to the art 
of cooking. 


Our new GE radiant 
cooktop looks like a 
gleaming sheet of 
black glass. 

Until you turn it on. 
What happens then 
could also turn a lot 
of potential homebuy- 
ers On. 


Because it transforms 
itself into one of the 
most beautiful cook- 
tops they, or you, have 
ever seen. 

Unlike conventional 
units, the heat comes 
from brightly glowing 
radiant elements posi- 
tioned below its 
smooth glass surface. 


This handsome 30- 
inch wide appliance 
has several more 
advantages over other 
kinds of smooth cook- 
tops. 


It heats much faster than the older ceramic units. (It also doesn’t have their prob- 
lems of discoloration.) 


It doesn’t require special pots or pans. Any metal will do, even aluminum. 
And the fact that it has a sheer, unbroken top means its easy to keep clean. 


Another thoughtful touch. It has a burner that can be adjusted to match the size 
of pots and pans, just by turning a knob. 


Our new GE radiant cooktop. 


A collection of good ideas that adds up to one very bright addition to your kitchens. 


amy Contract Sales Division 
Se 1610 Hart Street, Honolulu, HI 96817 (36) 


For the complete line of General Electric appliances 7 
call Chester Miyashiro and Roger Grande at: We bring good 


Phone: 848-2411 = Fax: 848-2925 things to life. 


When Contractors are Communicators... 


the project prospers. That's why good communication is the bedrock 
of Allied Builders’ working philosophy. 


Case in point is the beautiful new Waikiki Trade Center based offices 

of Jetour Hawaii Inc. where Allied Builders was tasked with razing former 
tenant space, recreating corridors and rooms, modifying ceilings, 

air conditioning and lighting -so that 12,000 sf of visitor friendly interiors 
were ready in just 60 days for the holidays. 


Observes Jetour’s Pat Yoshimoto: “They bent over backwards 
to get the job done and were always communicative. 

They truly syncopated with the architect and building manager 
and gave us a quality product.” 


Adds architect Roy Yamamoto, a frequent Trade Center contributor: 
“Once again Allied Builders came through. We always knew 

where the job was at—without asking. They make our work 

a more enjoyable experience.” 


A 


ALLIED BUILDERS SYSTEM 


Teamwork. Our motto. Our method 


1717 Akahi Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96819, Telephone (808) 847-3763 Architect Roy Yamamoto, Jetour’s Manager Pat Yoshimoto, 
Contractor License BC-5068 ABS Project Manager Jim Becker 


Mr. & Mrs. George J. 
Wimberly Residence 
Huelani Drive, Honolulu 
1946 

Wimberly & Cook, 
Architects 

Paul Jones, Associate 


Residential Architecture 


A study in confidence and collaboration, innovation and drama 


Wimberly’s Residential Work 


by Mazeppa King Costa 


Pushing the boundaries of window 
design, George Wimberly took 18 
months to work out the details of 
his own house, with its facade of 
dramatic brise soleil windows, 
floating entry stairway and coral- 
colored door. On a trip to the 
mainland in 1949, he said, “I didn’t 
know how much freedom we have 
in Hawaii until | returned to the 
states. ... There are no previous 
traditions to conform to.” 

R. Wenkam photos 


Ithough ultimately most widely ac- 
claimed for his influence in estab- 
lishing environmentally sensitive ho- 
tel architecture throughout the 
Pacific Rim, the late George J. “Pete” 
Wimberly’s early years’ portfolio is a 
smorgasbord of project types, including resi- 
dential work. 

Called “the consummate architect” by col- 
league and partner George S. Berean, AIA, 
Wimberly was first an artist whose scholarly 
training (at the University of Washington) in 
the rigorous design exercises and mental dis- 
ciplinary methods of the Beaux Arts tradition 
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reinforced his considerable natural talent for 
drawing and an inbred sense of practicality. 

The Wimberly way of working was from 
idea to plan, rather than the reverse, as is 
the norm. He listened well and internalized 
the input of others, then came up with an 
idea which he expressed through one or more 
free-flowing sketches. After that, the plan 
was developed. 

This led to a highly collaborative process 
— Wimberly and his ideas in collaboration 
with clients, consultants, colleagues and, in a 
broader sense, the cultures of the places he 
worked. Some called this his genius. At their 
best, Wimberly teams turned out exciting, 
award-winning works of distinction. 

In a spirit of youthful exuberance and de- 
light in the design freedom he found in 
Hawaii, and brimming with ideas and confi- 
dence, his output was prodigious and diverse. 
Often working in different design directions 
simultaneously, he was always in search of 
the innovative and place-appropriate solu- 
tion. 

He relished the process of learning about 
the Pacific — its geography, people, cultures, 
architecture, governments — and incorpo- 
rated his findings into the warp and woof of 
his professional life. 

In a 1988 retrospect, Wimberly talked 
about his early period: 

“As an architect, from the very beginning, 
I was interested in Hawaiian arts and archi- 
tecture and all the Pacific cultural systems. 
... The first century-and-a-half of post-Euro- 
pean contact architectural response to the cli- 
mate and culture of Hawaii was, essentially, 
to ignore it — to transplant Western archi- 
tecture intact. Then came World War II, and 
for the duration there was no nonessential 
construction. The decade following World 


Mr. & Mrs. E. F. Fitzsimmons 
Residence 

Paiko Drive, Honolulu 

1954 

Wimberly & Cook, Architects 
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The elegantly 
expressed geometry 
of this steep-roofed 

A-frame produces a 
splendid play of light 
and shadow 
throughout the day. 
The design resulted 
from a program that 
called for a four- 
bedroom family 
house patterned after 
a Samoan long house 
the husband once 
lived in. 

R. Wenkam photo 
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War II marked the beginning of an aware- 
ness of the appropriateness of designing and 
building in response to local environments, 
conditions, cultures; also an appreciation of 
the considerable design potential inherent in 
the Pacific heritage. It was a time that we be- 
gan to think and to act on ideas about devel- 
opment of a regional architecture for Hawaii. 
It was a time of ‘clearing new ground,’ daring 
to ignore convention, seeking new solutions, 
reaching out, establishing new standards. In 
our work we used as a yardstick the question, 
‘Is the solution right for this place?” 


% 
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Arcadia Condominiums 
Arcadia Gardens Ptd. Ltd. 
Singapore 

1983 

Wimberly Whisenand 
Allison Tong & Goo 
Architects Ltd. 


Associate Architect: 
Chua Ka Seng 

& Partners Chartered 
Architects 


Arcadia - structure as 
theater - was 
conceived as garden 
homes, each with 
two lanais. The 164- 
unit luxury project 
consists of three 
large-scale 
ziggurat/cruciform 
shaped buildings. 
Each building 
encircles a cross- 
shaped atrium which 
floods each unit with 
light and tropical 
breezes from two 
sides. A fountain 


enlivens each atrium. 
David Franzen photo 
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Here are the hallmarks of Wim- 
berly’s residential architecture: 
e Site- and culture-appropriate solu- 
tions 


e Innovation 

e Strong, bold design statements 

e Structure incorporated in design 
statement 

e Architecture as theater 

¢ Marrying the practical with the 
dramatic 

¢ Use of natural materials 

e Unconventional roofs, windows 
and stairs 

e The grille as facade 

e Individuality of each commission 

e Feeling of spaciousness within 

small confines 


ed ee) ee 


Earle Ernst Residence 
Huelani Drive, Honolulu 
1948 

Wimberly & Cook, 
Architects 


Bs Se 


S23 eae 


The Ernst house was designed in close 
collaboration with the owner, a scholar of Asian 
theater, arts and architecture - a University of 
Hawaii professor and author who chose to live in 
Japanese style in a house authentically Japanese. 
It expresses the serene formality of the classic 
Japanese house, rich in pattern, free of applied 
ornament and carefully planned in relation to its 
garden. R. Wenkam photos 


© Client’s personality /need prevails 
e Natural ventilation Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. 
Brownlee Residence 

Laukoa Place, Honolulu 

1966 

Wimberly, Whisenand, Allison 
& Tong Architects Ltd. 


e Blurring of boundaries between in- 
doors and outdoors 

e Interior gardens 

e Use of multiple levels as design 
feature 

© Staged entry 

e Light and shadow as design fea- 


Member of the 
Brownlee residence 
design team Gregory 
M.B. Tong, AIA, now 
Wimberly Allison 
Tong & Goo chairman 
emeritus, remembers 
this example of 
structural expression 
as a happy 
collaboration with the 
owners, a sculptor 
and an interior 
designer who wanted 
a sculptural yet 
economical showcase 
for their work. 


ture 

e Color for emphasis 

e “Statement” houses of modest size 
and cost 

e Use of motifs from Hawaiian and 
other Pacific cultures 

+ Geometry as a design feature 

e Unmistakable sense of place. 


++ Mazeppa King Costa is a Honolulu-based 


writer and public relations consultant. 
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Residential Architecture 


The evolving role of the state and city in housing development 


Government Housing 


by Ronald S. Lim 


City projects 
such as this 
elderly housing 
complex in 
Manoa were the 
result of a boom 
in the 1980s. 


rior to the 1980s, the state and city 
activities in housing development 
were largely determined by the feder- 
al government. 

Federal grants, which provided 
the bulk of funding for the state and 
city, focused on programs that served the 
lowest income groups or involved the removal 
of slums and blight. Programs such as Urban 
Renewal, Section 8 Rental Assistance, Public 
Housing Development, Model Cities and 
Community Development Block Grant deter- 
mined the direction and focus of state and 
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city housing activities. 

A dramatic shift occurred in the 1980s. 
The state and city were mandated by the cit- 
izenry, Legislature, City Council, governor 
and mayor to become the “savior” by elimi- 
nating the housing crisis in Hawaii. “Only by 
massive government intervention and action 
can Hawaii’s housing crisis be resolved,” was 
the paradigm of the period. 

Now in the mid-1990s, many are demand- 
ing that government severely restrict or re- 
move itself entirely from housing develop- 
ment activities. 


Just what is, or should 
be the role of government in 
housing? I will present my 
perceptions of the evolving 
role of government (state of 
Hawaii and City and Coun- 
ty of Honolulu) particularly 
in housing over the past 
decade. I will discuss the 
causes and catalysts deter- 
mining the roles taken, the 
current market conditions 
and the future role of gov- 
ernment in the housing sec- 
tor. 


The Exuberant ‘80s 

The economic and politi- 
cal environment of the mid- 
1980s was highly opti- 
mistic, characterized by: 

¢ An abundance of state 
and local revenues with the 
expectation of continued 
prosperity 

e A robust real estate 
market characterized by in- 
satiable demands and in- 
creasing values 

e An affordable housing 
shortage deemed to be a 
state crisis mandating gov- 
ernment intervention 

e A widely held percep- 
tion that the private sector 
was not producing a suffi- 
cient quantity of affordable 
housing 

e Political competition 
between the state and coun- 
ty over who could produce 
the most and best housing 
developments. 

The above conditions 
precipitated the state and 
city to plunge into the hous- 
ing development business 
with no or minimal expect- 
ed financial exposure or 
risks. The result was a suc- 
cess beyond “our wildest 
dreams.” More than 5,000 
applications for 300 afford- 
able units and brisk and 
rising market sales to sup- 
port the affordable units 
greeted the early phases of 


SS 
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The Department of Housing and Community Development's West Loch project 
provides affordable housing opportunities in Ewa for the elderly and disabled, as 
well as for people with other special needs. 
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The Harbor Village development helpe 
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the state’s Kapolei and city’s West 
Loch planned communities. 

Also affected were private sector 
developers. Given the Utopian mar- 
ket conditions, the state and city be- 
gan requiring a higher percentage 
of affordable units from private sec- 
tor developers requesting land use 
re-classification or re-zoning ap- 
provals. Affordable housing exac- 
tions previously at 10 percent, rose 
to 30 percent, then to 60 percent 
and, in one case, 80 percent. 

Downtown Honolulu and China- 
town especially benefited from the 
robust conditions. The city invested 
or caused investment of more than 
$500 million in downtown and Chi- 
natown. Vibrant new and preserved 
residential and commercial devel- 
opments were planned and com- 
pleted. Alii Place, Chinatown Gate- 
way Plaza, Marin Towers, Harbor 
Village, Chinatown Manor and Har- 
bor Court highlighted city-initiated 
developments. 

The state was also extremely ac- 


Te) 


M = Whisper-quiet operation 


m Wireless infrared remote 
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to fit any room decor. 


tive in Kakaako. Planned residen- 
tial, commercial, recreational and 
infrastructure improvements were 
completed and are now characteris- 
tic of the new Kakaako. 

Special needs housing develop- 
ments for the abused, homeless, el- 
derly, frail, mentally ill, handi- 
capped, etc., were completed at a 
rate never before experienced. 
Homeless shelters, group homes, el- 
derly developments and other spe- 
cial needs facilities serving thou- 
sands were completed with state 
and city participation. 

In the period of highest optimism, 
when condominiums were selling in 
excess of $800 per square foot, the 
government could anticipate buying 
land, selling market condominiums 
and producing affordable rentals, 
and still have sufficient income to 
initiate new developments; thus, 
continuing indefinitely the Utopian 
cycle of successes. 

What happened to end this idyl- 
lic dream world? 


control of functions of all units 


For the nearest installation dealer call 848-2411 


Servco Contract Sales Division at: 


The Numbing ‘90s 

The economic conditions were 
cataclysmically altered in the 
1990s. The combination of sugar 
plantation closures, military spend- 
ing reductions, a national economic 
recession and virtual abandonment 
of foreign investment in Hawaii was 
too much to overcome. State and lo- 
cal government revenues stalled as 
surpluses disappeared and costs in- 
creased. Real estate demand stalled 
and prices fell as inventory in- 
creased, even for affordable units. 

Current economic and fiscal con- 
ditions prevent government from 
pursuing aggressive housing devel- 
opment activities, particularly 
planned communities. The financial 
risks are too great, funds are scarce, 
government developments compete 
with private developments in a 
weak real estate market and the 
most vulnerable people of our popu- 
lation are still in need of shelter 
and are growing in number. 

Given these conditions, is there a 


Exclusive Distributor for 


Fax 848-2925 
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Insulate Windows & Big Ben... 
Always On Time And Built 
To Last A Lifetime! 


Today's consumers 
demand nothing less 
than the best, and 
they want it at a 
great price, too. Lucky 


energy efficiency over their 
long lifetime. 
Choose a window 
worthy of royalty. Call 
1-800-227-3699 to find 


for today's builders, they can out more about our new vinyl 
offer Insulate Windows. Made garden window and request a 
of tough, nearly maintenance catalog of our full line of vinyl 


free vinyl, Insulate Windows are windows and doors. 
constructed to the highest quality 
standards and offer unsurpassed 


NEW INSULATE OXXO 
VINYL PATIO DOOR 
offers a structurally stable 
design while providing an 
expansive viewing area and 
adding abundant natural light to 
rooms, perfect for homes with 
large decks or scenic views. 


Mete 


IndOWs 
n ate T Industries 


The Leader In Vinyl Window & Door Technology 
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role for government in housing de- 
velopment? 


Whither Government 

Government cannot abandon its 
role to provide housing. The needs 
are too great. The success of the ’80s 
cannot be overlooked. Thousands of 
rental units were produced, special 
needs housing programs flourished, 
downtown, Chinatown and Kakaako 
were revitalized and the second city 
of Kapolei gained credibility largely 
due to the city’s West Loch and 
state’s Villages of Kapolei develop- 
ments. 

However, with the threat of in- 
creasing financial risks and expo- 
sure and the severe shortage of 
funds, government must become 
more prudent and selective in its 
role in the provision of housing. 

In this period of limited re- 
sources, government housing funds 
must be devoted to the most vul- 
nerable. Residents of government- 
sponsored housing must be provid- 
ed with the social and economic 
support services to attain self suffi- 
ciency and financial independence. 
Government programs must aim to 
break the culture of perpetual sub- 
sidy. The demands of the private 
sector must be reasonable, giving 
due consideration to current local 
market conditions. Government 
must assist and facilitate private 
sector developments and minimize 
direct competition. While support- 
ive, the government’s private sector 
policies must be balanced by re- 
quiring the private sector to rea- 
sonably contribute to the develop- 
ment of affordable housing. 

Government must utilize its re- 
sources more efficiently and effec- 
tively. Government must balance 
its resources with the private sector 
and other government agencies as 
funds dwindle. Finally, government 
housing policies must be responsive 
to changing and sometimes volatile 
social and economic conditions. 

The state’s role in housing has 
recently undergone a major shift in 
direction. As documented in Goy. 
Cayetano’s “Blueprint for Afford- 


2 


able Housing,” the major compo- 
nents of the new policy are: 

e Focus on housing activities 
that benefit the most vulnerable in- 
dividuals and households through 
the development of rental and spe- 
cial needs housing. 

e Assist and facilitate private 
sector developments through stream- 
lining permit processing, expanding 
the sales and rental financing pro- 
grams and instituting a new down 
payment loan program. 

e Establish a new reasonable 
and efficient affordable housing pol- 
icy for private sector developers, in- 
cluding the assignment of implemen- 
tation and enforcement requirements 
to the counties. 

è Encourage and enter into more 
partnerships with counties, non- 
profit providers and for-profit de- 
velopers. 

e Consolidate the state’s housing 
functions to increase operating effi- 
ciency and effectiveness. 

What is the prognosis of the new 
vision? 


Hopeful Future 

I believe the lessons learned from 
the past and new state and city poli- 
cies will work to improve the hous- 
ing delivery system. Government 
has learned that it is not immune to 
risk and financial exposure and will 
manage its resources more effi- 
ciently. Realizing the need for coop- 
eration and mutual assistance to 
achieve their respective goals, the 
public and private sectors will work 
“with each other” instead of “at 
each other.” 

Finally, government will become 
increasingly adaptable to dynamic 
social and economic conditions, en- 
abling it to respond with more time- 
ly and appropriate housing pro- 
grams and policies. 


++ Ronald S. Lim, former director of the city 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development, is special assistant of housing 
with the Office of the Governor. 


§ OUTDOOR 

INDOOR 
CONCRETE 
FURNITURE 


Call us for 
our FREE 
catalog. 


CONCRETE CREATION 


of Hawaii, inc.. 


e Planters 
e Benches 
e Tables 

e Custom Window Sills 
e Ash Urns 

e Trash Receptacles 

e Custom Signs 


P: 682-4300 
F: 682-4120 


Hawairs Leading 
Concrete Block 
Manufacturer 


At Tileco, we have the mass 
production speed and a 
huge inventory to keep your 
job on schedule. No matter 
how big it is. 


n the construction industry 

time is always a concern. 
So it’s nice to know that you 
can always count on materi- 
als when you need them. 


Hawaii Manufacturers of Quality Concrete Blocks 


TILECO 


91-209 Hanua Street, Kapolei, Hawaii 96707 + Telephone 682-5737 
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Commentary 


An idealist's view of residential design 


Picture Perfect 


by John Peacock Tatom, AIA 


This residence in 
Waimea, Kauai, 
captures romantic 
images of ideal 
residential design. 


was recently invited to write an article to 
express my opinion on residential design 
in Hawaii. Such a juicy topic! I accepted. 
That was a big mistake. Now, I’m re- 
membering the French poet Marguerite 
Yourcenar describing the writing of her 
famous book, “The Memoirs of Hadrian.” It 
took 40 years. I have been struggling with my 
article for only two and a half months, off and 
on. 
The experience has been like cleaning out 
a garage storeroom. So many distractions — 
old photographs, an interesting magazine, a 
forgotten book. A loose shelf comes crashing 
down, spilling the children’s artwork from 
kindergarten on, letters from college — all to 
be studied and re-read of course. By day’s 
end, the garage is a mess. The storeroom is 
still half full and 10 new projects have been 
hatched. So it has been with this article. 
The subject of residential design in Hawaii 
(and this necessarily touches on many other 
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issues) is like a junk-filled storeroom, stuffed 
with venal politics, ignorance, greed, provin- 
cial smugness and indifference. In the last 70 
years, except for the brilliant efforts of a tiny 
group of talented architects, Hawaii has been 
under a continuous, almost unopposed as- 
sault on its matchless natural beauty, the 
contents of the storeroom tirelessly at work. 

This is, of course, only my opinion. I am to- 
tally unqualified and unsuited to render such 
a judgment, being I am a committed idealist 
and believe naively in perfection as a reason- 
able goal. 

For instance, if I could re-write history, to 
script a scenario to make all that is ugly 
beautiful — to defeat the storeroom — it 
would be like this: 

In 1925, an architect is sworn in as mayor 
of Honolulu. He is extremely popular, well-fi- 
nanced and well-connected. He is able to get 
his own slate elected to the board of supervi- 
sors, and handpicks the planning commis- 


sion. His brother is corporation consul. At his 
suggestion, the supervisors hire Bertram 
Goodhue, Charles Dickey and Hart Wood to 
draft a tough, comprehensive zoning ordi- 
nance. 

In the Architectural Design Guidelines 
Section, every element of the building is care- 
fully spelled out — light colored walls; tile, 
metal or wood roofs in natural color ranges; 
double-pitched roof preferred; details sug- 
gested for grilles, gutters, downspouts, gar- 
den walls, steps and arcades. All buildings, 
even the multistory apartments, offices and 
hotels meet the sky with some version of the 
“Hawaiian Roof.” 

Of course, the other city department heads 
were close personal friends of the mayor, so 
housing, traffic, parks and land use operated 
as a close-knit team. Design competitions 
were held for all major public works, result- 
ing in Hawaii becoming a showcase for excel- 
lence in architecture, planning, urban design 
and civic landscape. 

Millions of trees were planted and open 
space was acquired for parks. Public housing 
became the subject of special attention, and 
the designs created by Goodhue, McKim, 
Mead, White, Daniel Burnham, Bernard 
Maybeck and Julia Morgan became objects of 
international acclaim. 


The crowning achievement of that era was 
a World’s Fair created along the waterfront, 
running from the edges of Honolulu Harbor 
to the Kewalo Basin. Apartments, hotels and 
a performing arts complex were arrayed 
around an internal lagoon, and remain to this 
day the cultural centerpiece of Honolulu, ar- 
guably the most beautiful city in the world. 

The flip side of this lovely fantasy is a 
study in ugly behavior. Instead of an enlight- 
ened political leadership in search of excel- 
lence and beauty, we have had, for 70 years, 
various political machines supported by hack 
architects in search of a job in trade for con- 
tributions, or perhaps worse. The built record 
in Hawaii is a perfect record of this history, 
with a few notable recent exceptions, like the 
River Nimitz apartments in Chinatown. 

I choose to exempt the often superlative ef- 
forts of private efforts because these are ir- 
relevant to the larger picture. The “dream 
homes,” town houses on the golf course and 
pricey high-rise condominiums, are no more 
than flecks of glitter in a dreary landscape of 
communities largely created by the indiffer- 
ence of political systems. 

As a bright note, and for further study and 
reflection, Hawaii’s creation of the Housing 
Finance & Development Corporation and the 
brilliant achievement at Kapolei are re- 


Nestled in the 
heart of Honolulu's 
business district, 
the C. Brewer 
Building reflects a 
bygone era with 
its hipped tile roof, 
walled garden and 
generous 
landscape. 

L. Morris Cunningham photo 
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The Chinese Courtyard of the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts 
sets the standard for design, 
combining a strong Hawaiian 
roof form with informal 
stone paving, simple 
landscaping and water. 

Tibor Franyo photo. 

Courtesy of the Honolulu Academy of Arts 


sounding successes. Here, archi- 
tects have successfully directed a 
social, economic and planning/ar- 
chitectural effort which pays its 
own way. But this is the exception, 
and it is under attack, predictably 
by private sector builders who re- 
sent the state’s success in an area 
where they have made little or no 
progress. 

Are there answers to the daunt- 
ing challenge of improving the qual- 
ity of design, residential design and 
infrastructure that is inseparable? 
Well, yes. With tongue slightly in 
cheek, I offer the following, to be 
read between the lines: 


Coral veneer application in Kapolei 


PT ee et 


1. Revise the American Institute 
of Architects’ mission motto to be 
“Money, Power, Glory, Women,” not 


Moss Rock, Coral and Lava Veneer 


Lightweight, easy to install 
+ No wall ties required 
è Stock is readily available 


Est. 1983 


e Apply over any existing surface 
e Interior or exterior applications 
e Made here in Hawaii 


“Not your average rock group” 


1927 Republican St. 
Honolulu 96819 
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841-4005 


e:mail 
bigrock@aloha.net 


necessarily in that order. Hold sem- 
inars for architects on “Paths to 
Power” and “Getting Your Way.” 

2. Restructure the architecture 
schools. Start by making admission 
requirements tougher than for 
medicine and law. Lengthen the 
program time to 12 years, including 
supervised field work in construc- 
tion. Stress presentation and public 
speaking skills. 

3. Create a computer dating ser- 
vice for young architects, pro- 
grammed to introduce them to po- 
tential mates whose families have 
political power, corporate wealth, 
movie studios, publishing houses 
and television stations. 

4. Adopt a philosophical posture 
of patience. After all, the entire 
record of civilization is only 5,000 
years old. Picture the city of Hon- 
olulu 10,000 years from now. Per- 
haps an alabaster city gleaming 
from shore to shining shore? 

5. Do good work in the mean- 
time. 


e+ John Peacock Tatom, AIA, began prac- 
tice in Hawaii in 1960. His office received 
nine Hawaii Chapter AIA Design Awards 
between 1963 and 1974. 
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s and planners will gather 
to Aug. 3 for “Maui Aloha 
1996 Regional Conference, 
the American Institute of 
s, Maui Chapter. 
izers of this year’s confer- 
(0 promote resort architecture that 
{ re s environment and 
h ire +} il ate resort architec- 
a Acess fhe region’s cultural and 
nd, discuss examples of re- 
gional resort architec- 
ture that exemplify a 
“sense of place” and en- 
courage architectural 
and planning trends 
in resort architecture 
where tourism and 
the environment 
achieve a winning 
balance. 

A series of lec- 
tures are sched- 
uled: 

¢ Larry S. Cash, 

AIA, NACARB, 

will discuss 

Alaskan archi- 
tecture. 

¢ Francis S, 
Oda, AIA, will 
provide an 
over-view of 
Pacific Rim 

resort projects. 
e Jeremy H.M. Sturgess, 
>, will present his work on resort pro- 
s from Canada to Japan. 

e Virginia B. MacDonald, AIA, will discuss 
her involvement in the exploration of passive 
i 4 techniques to control mildew and provide the 
ww” “heating abd cooling of buildings. 

eee Spencer À. Leineweber, AIA, will give a 
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luring Northwest, Pacific Rim architects 


al Conference 


presentation of Hawaii’s Plantation Village 
project. 

e Richard W. Hobbs, FAIA, will discuss 
practice and prosperity in the architectural 
profession. 

e Donald Goo, FATA, will give an overview 
of some of the world’s premier resort projects. 

e Raymond F. Post Jr., FAIA, national 
AIA president, will present an overview of 
AIA from his “down-home’ Cajun perspec- 
tive.” 

e Terrence M. McDermott, AIA chief exec- 
utive officer, will provide an update on AIA 
activities, accomplishments and goals. 

Other events at “Maui Aloha ’96” will in- 
clude an Aloha Welcome Reception, honoring 
Hans Riecke, FAIA, and Kristin Holmes, 
ASID, for their help enabling AIA Maui to 
publish Under a Maui Roof, a collection of 
Maui’s architecture; Under a Maui Roof 
tours; product exhibits; Host Chapter Party, 
honoring resort architect Goo of Wimberly Al- 
lison Tong & Goo; a luau; and sand castle 
contest. 

Also scheduled are a two-hour Navitek 
dinner cruise, costing $90 per person; golf 
tournament, costing $60 per person; and ten- 
nis, costing $25 for a two-hour session. 

Registration fees are $250 for FAIA, AIA, 
associate and affiliate members; $275 for 
non-AlIA registered architects and other de- 
sign professionals; and $200 for guests, 
spouses, students and staff. Payment should 
be postmarked by June 30. Late registration 
will be an additional $25. 

Headquarters for the conference will be at 
the Aston Wailea Resort. To make reserva- 
tions at the resort, call 1-800-321-2558 by 
June 30. 

For more information about the confer- 
ence, call AIA Maui at 244-9574. Registration 
payments should be sent to AIA Maui, P.O. 
Box 929, Wailuku, Hawaii 96793. 
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Residential Architecture 


Capturing a sense of environment 


The Pauling House 


by Alan Rowland, AIA 


ne of my favorite references is archi- 

tect Harry Seckel’s 1954 book, 

“Hawaiian Residential Architecture.” 

Because of Perhaps it was such reasoning, 
substantial with examples as Seckel used to illus- 
rainfall, wide trate his booklet, that inspired the 
sheltering eaves . 
are an integral State Foundation on Culture and the Arts to 
part ofthe create the Architectural Arts Award — an 
eu Orin award “which seeks to honor a living archi- 
Augie Salbosa photo tect whose building over a period of 25 years 
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has reflected a unique sense of Hawaiian 
culture and environment.” 

Last month’s issue of Hawaii Pacific Ar- 
chitecture wrote of Vladimir Ossipoff, FAIA, 
having received this award for the Pacific 
Club. He has also received it for the residence 
of Dr. and Mrs. Linus Pauling Jr. 

In making the case for the environmental 
home, Seckel writes “... environmental living 
does not imply the same mode of life and the 
same house on the top of Tantalus as 
it does on the slopes of Diamond 
Head. It implies living in accordance 
with a particular local environment 
and requires a dwelling designed ac- 
cordingly.” 

In this instance the “particular 
local environment” is at about 1,500 
feet elevation in what is essentially a 
rain forest of koa, kukui and bamboo 
on a Tantalus knoll. 

Substantial rainfall and wind 
there encourage interior living under 
wide sheltering eaves and, on a win- 
ter’s eve, enjoying the warmth of one 
of three fireplaces. 

Use of rugged, low-maintenance 
materials, such as boulder concrete, 
corrugated sheet metal roofing and 
weathered redwood, is appropriate 
for this setting, as is the house’s per- 
vasive sense of shelter. 

How the Pauling house reflects a 
unique sense of Hawaiian culture is 
a bit more of a stretch but certainly 
our (and this client’s) preference for 
informal living and privacy is pro- 
vided for by spatial flow level 
changes and lack of symmetry. 

The pursuit of drama is an island 
heritage and is well provided for in 


Il lh 


the entry experience. From the low balcony 
soffit over the entrance, one is received in a 
vestibule and led up a short run of steps to a 
landing accessing the dining/kitchen area 
with Tantalus’ view of Pearl Harbor in one di- 
rection and the living room with a Diamond 
Head view in another. The few steps up to 
the bedroom wing indicate privacy while its 
views are mauka. 

During Ossipoffs 1988 KHET spectrum 
documentary, he stated that “a good client 
makes a good job.” This sophisticated couple, 
with a growing family for whom the house 
was designed, had broad-ranging interests 
and lifestyles and shared Ossipoffs vision of 
life on Tantalus. The architect and clients 
also shared common interests in cooking and 
Porsche automobiles. This architect-client re- 
lationship was made in heaven! 


But Ossipoff had help. His associate, Ken- 
ny Akiyama, produced the working drawings 
with a 314 draughting pencil on flimsy paper. 
This early example of overlay drafting was 
prompted by the use of a hexagonal module 
divided into triangles, allowing for almost no 
dimensions on plan-related layers. 

Other help came in the form of the exper- 
tise and workmanship of extraordinary con- 
tractor Shuji Miura, who is remembered as 
being comfortable with the module as a basis 
for layout. 

The landscape design was done by Dr. 
Pauling’s friend, the late George Walters, 
and included judicious trimming to provide 
and frame views. 


++ Alan Rowland, AIA, is vice president of Ossipoff, 
Snyder & Rowland Architects Inc. 


The view of the 
surrounding rain 
forest is 
uninhibited from 
within. 

R. Wenkam photo 
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Residential Architecture 


Thoughts on single-family production homes 


by Owen Chock, AIA 
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Individual lots 
become part of 
the shared space 
in production 
homes. 


very family in Hawaii knows of some- 
one, be it family or friend, who has 
moved to the mainland. It appears this 
trend has increased recently due to 
the local economic conditions. 

Often, as a consequence of this ac- 
tion, these folks buy residences in their new 
location with greater floor area and more 
amenities than a comparable local unit, and 
at a lesser price. Thus, Hawaii’s “affordables” 
are often found on the mainland. 


The Current Conditions 

My first experience with “tract” housing 
occurred in the late 1950s when I would vis- 
it friends in Levittown, Pa. I remember their 
joy in buying their first single-family 
dwelling and the yard space it afforded. 
(They had previously rented an apartment in 
downtown Philadelphia.) 

My concern whenever we visited was to 
make sure of the address, as those houses 
were all very similar in appearance. Of 
course, we had previous experience with the 
ubiquitous Philadelphia row house. 
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Some four decades later, our firm is deeply 
involved in production housing with many of 
Hawaii’s prominent developers. The tract 
house has evolved in many forms, and with 
the costs associated with local housing, the 
approach to product marketing is sharpened 
according to the developer’s perception of his 
market niche. 

We have tended to categorize housing as 
being either affordable or market because of 
the entitlements required on potential resi- 
dential lands. Due to the recent economic 
trend, the line between market and afford- 
able is blurred with the market units drop- 
ping in price and the affordables offering 
various options to be able to compete in the 
marketplace. Particularly hard-hit in these 
times are the low-rise apartment units (the 
‘stacked flat’). There presently is too much in- 
ventory of this type of unit. 

Coupled with the economic factor are con- 
cerns affecting the construction of housing. 
These are problems relating to termite infes- 
tation, hurricanes, fire resistivity and acces- 
sibility requirements, in addition to respond- 
ing to the energy code and insurance costs. 


The Result 

Thus, it would seem that the beneficiaries 
of these times are the buyers of the more de- 
sirable single-family detached units in the 
“affordable” market range. However, sales 
do not reflect this condition, as noted in the 
drop in housing for Hawaii beginning in the 
first quarter of 1996. 

Previously, developers would tend to mar- 
ket large project increments, confident that 
the project would sell out in a profitable time 
frame. Now, the project releases are down- 
scaled with smaller phases depending on unit 
sales. Certain construction economies of scale 


are lost. Since land and its de- 
veloped costs constitute major 
factors in the overall pricing of 
the houses, ways to increase 
density are evident in smaller 
lot sizes. 

From focus groups and buy- 
er surveys, we have found con- 
cerns regarding the affordable 
product. These are: 

+ need for future expansion 

e need for privacy — verti- 
cally (no stacked floors with 
neighbors) and horizontally 
(fenced yards, yards). 

The goal is to develop a de- 
tached unit that is competitive- 
ly priced. 

Zero lot-line plans and Z-lots 
have been used to give a sense of usable 
space and the ability to place windows on the 
sides of the houses. The use of easements, ei- 
ther on one side or, in the case of Z-lots, on 
both sides, contributes to this concept. Other 
concepts include a cluster dwelling (detached 
or attached) around a single auto court. This 
achieves a different street look and makes for 
a more attractive streetscape. Variations of 
this concept, combining private lots with com- 
mon spaces and the use of the condominium 
form of ownership, help achieve further visu- 
al interest in the single-lot density look. Clus- 
tered, attached town home units, designed to 
look like a large ‘manor’ house, have also 
been marketed. 


In the detached dwelling concepts, opting 
for any of the aforementioned lot configura- 
tions gave other benefits — flexibility in ex- 
pansion, less site costs and better streetscape. 
There are many other variations on these 
land patterns. The parameters depend on the 
land constraints and the integration of dif- 
ferent residential product types, which is also 
a marketing consideration. 

Developers are looking for ways to further 
reduce costs, yet reach the available market. 
It is understandable in these times to be 
price driven. Decisions on unit sizes are often 
derived from the least expensive way of con- 
structing the unit. However, one might ask 
whether such a method is the best route. 


Combining private and shared space creates more attractive streetscapes. 


Play areas within 
shared spaces 
are common 
features in most 
planned 
communities. 

David Franzen photo 


John Demello photo 
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The Response 


While we in the design commu- 
nity affect the construction process, 
we recognize that certain economic 
factors are out of our hands. In re- 
sponse to the local situation affect- 
ing the housing market and its con- 
comitant results, we need to get 
back to the basics of good design 
and be of value to the public and 
the builder. 

And what are the basics? The 


You 


Job 


struggle in a tough economy cries 
out with the question — are we do- 
ing the right thing? 

What is housing? A short defini- 
tion is “dwellings provided for peo- 
ple. A space for living.” What is liv- 
ing? “The condition of being alive, 
also a manner of life.” 

As architects, we are involved in 
making spaces livable. Our role, 
perhaps in marketing housing, is 
the degree of success we have in de- 
veloping the kind of space that 


Enough to 
Buy Lunch! 


When you substitute another brand of connector, how much do you save? 
It might only be enough to buy your lunch. Why risk using a product that may 
use non-mill-certified steel, have different load values than spec, and may not 


even be code recognized. 


To save time and be sure of code acceptance, there’s no equal to Simpson 
Strong-Tie. Simpson sets the standards for the connector industry, with more 
code-recognized connectors than any competitor. It's the brand known and 
trusted by architects, structural engineers and building officials in your area. 


The lunch may satisfy you today. Strong-Tie® connectors 
will satisfy your client for years to come! 


Strong: 


CONNECTORS 


The Best Connection Corp. 
3215 Kuhio Hwy #5 
Lihue, HI 96766 Ph. 246-2520 


Kane International Corp. 
2868 Kaihikapu Street 
Hon., HI 96819 Ph. 833-1600 
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F.K.S. Rentals & Sales 
663 Kakoi Street 
Hon., HI 96819 Ph. 836-2961 


Rinell Wood Systems 
429 Waiakamilo Rd. Rm. 1 
Hon., HI 96817 Ph. 841-7688 


SIMPSON STRONG-TIE’ 
COMPANY, INC. 


sa The World’s “No-Equal” Structural Connector Company 


Hardware Hawaii True Value 
+ Kailua - 262-6700 
+ Kaneohe - 235-6623 


Honsador Lumber 
91-151 Malakole Street 
Kapolei, HI 96707 Ph. 682-2011 


makes an environment livable. 
What are these kinds of spaces? In 
a generic sense, simply put, it is: 
the private realm, home, shared 
realm, streetscape/front yard, public 
realm and sense of community/neigh- 
borhood. 

We have already talked of in- 
creasing densities — translating 
into private livable spaces at closer 
proximity to each other. This pri- 
vate space is the essential ingredi- 
ent, I believe, to the success of a sin- 
gle-family detached dwelling. 

If we were to postulate that a 
family needs private and public 
space with that in between as a 
common or shared space, then our 
role is to design a relationship of 
private space to shared space to 
public space. The success of that re- 
lationship is in the values and as- 
pirations of a particular target 
market segment, be it “boomer” or 
“busters” or whatever. 

Thus, the proportionate share of 
the relationship would change in 
the product type and the neighbor- 
hood, but would always integrate 
into the community plan. 

Then as individual designers, we 
need to do these things right — be 
it in whatever genre or architectur- 
al style we might choose. (Although 
I hope it is within the regionalism of 
the area — for it is in architecture 
that one often finds the “sense” and 
the “culture” of the land.) 

In these times I believe the chal- 
lenge for us as designers is a sense 
of proportion and relationship in 
the planning of the private, shared 
and public spaces of living as we 
develop our neighborhoods, and a 
sense of appropriateness, style and 
regionalism as we conceive the de- 
sign of the detached dwelling. 

The result for future home buy- 
ers could be an affordable house in 
a properly conceived neighborhood, 
as part of an integrated communi- 
ty. And in this physical interpreta- 
tion of the social fabric, we can al- 
ways have the latest model. 


++ Owen Chock, AIA, is a senior partner 
with Design Partners Incorporated. 


Hawaii Pacific Architecture 


——Readership Survey ——————— 


Over the past two years, the Hawaii Pacific Architecture Editorial Board has made many changes to the 
magazine to improve its contents and graphics. The survey that follows is designed to tell the publisher 
and the AIA Hawaii State Council Board of Directors how readers feel about the magazine and where 
they think further changes should be made. 


1. Career (Check all that apply) 


— Registered Architect _____ Attorney 

______ Intern or Associate Architect _____ Medical Professional 
_____ Engineer _____ Government Service 
_____ Landscape Architect and/or Planner Student 

— Contractor 


None of the above, but engaged in the Design Field. 
None of the above, but engaged in the Construction Field. 


2. How long have you been receiving Hawaii Pacific Architecture or its predecessor, Hawaii Architect? 


3. How many issues have you read in the past 12 months? ___ 6 or more 5.4 3 2 52 


4. How would you rate the cover design? ___ Excellent __ Good ___ Mediocre __ Poor ___ Dislike 


5. How would you rate the general graphic design? 


____ Excellent ___ Good ___ Mediocre __ Poor ___Dislike 


6. Over the past 18 months, do you feel the content has 


___Improved ___ Stayedthesame ___ Gotten worse 


7. Rate the following subject types in order of importance to you, with 1 being the lowest and 10 the 
highest rating: 
______ Individual buildings 
______ Personal article about Individual designers 
______ Commentary or opinion pieces about design 
______ Construction and design law 
______ Articles about design firms 
______ Technical issue 
______ Codes 
______ Legislative relating to the design and construction fields 
______ History of Hawaii's architecture 
______ Design trends in Hawaii 
Design trends in the Pacific 


Other comments or specific observations about the magazine: 


Please cut this form out and fax to 808-622-3025 or mail to 1034 Kilani Ave., Ste. 108, Wahiawa, HI 96786. 
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G. Richard Geldbaugh, 
AIA, receives home 
design award 

The Honolulu architectural firm G. 
Richard Geldbaugh, AIA, was recently 
named Northwest regional winner in 
the TrusJoist MacMillan FrameWorks® 
Home Design Competition. 

The firm submitted a complete pack- 
et detailing how to build a house using 
the best technology available. The sub- 
mission was a unique high-tech post 
and beam structural system. The design 
created a structural frame of engineered 
wood that was strong, efficient and pro- 
vided an expressed structure system 
with visual excitement. 

During this year’s competition, more 
than 2,200 entrants incorporated inno- 
vation, resource efficiency, site integra- 
tion, livability and cost effectiveness 
into their designs using TrusJoist 
MacMillan’s engineered lumber materi- 
als. 

Award winners were announced at 
the 1996 Builders Show in Houston. 


©, 


Construction activity 
decreases during 
first quarter 

According to the first quarter report 
on contracts for future construction in 
Hawaii by the F.W. Dodge Division of 
the McGraw-Hill Companies, the 


March 1996 
$68,831,000 
$34,975,000 
$4,279,000 
$108,085,000 


Nonresidential 
Residential 
Nonbuilding 
Total construction 


DNO K E a 


prospects for the construction industry 
continue to darken. 

Robert A. Murray, vice president of 
Economic Affairs of Dodge, said 
March construction activity followed 
this pattern: 


March 1995 
$32,524,000 

$141,555,000 
$10,214,000 

$184,293,000 


Percent Change 
+112 


For the first quarter, on a cumulative basis, the totals are: 


1996 
$151,074,000 
$118,821,000 
$86,175,000 
$356,070,000 


Nonresidential 
Residential 
Nonbuilding 
Total construction 


1995 
$191,387,000 
$251,999,000 

$38,428,000 
$481,814,000 


Percent Change 


Nonresidential buildings include commercial, manufacturing, educational, reli- 
gious, administrative, recreational, hotel, dormitory and other buildings. 

Residential buildings include one- and two-family houses and apartments. 

Nonbuilding construction includes streets and highways, bridges, dams and reser- 
voirs, river and harbor developments, sewage and water supply systems, missile and 
space facilities, airports, utilities and communication systems. 


G. Richard 
Geldbaugh's 
award-winning 
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Blyth honored as 
Roofer-of-the-Year 
David G. Blyth, president of Hilo-Pa- 
cific Roofing Co. Ltd., was recently 
named 1996's Roofer-of-the-Year by the 
Hawaii Roofing Contractors Association. 
Blyth was cited for his personal and 
business sacrifice of time and his devo- 
tion and dedication throughout the 
years. He has served on HRCA’s Board 
of Directors for more than eight years. 
Blyth is the seventh recipient of the 
award over the past 20 years. “The 
HRCA does not feel compelled to provide 
an award just for the sake of doing so, 
but rather we do so only when there is an 
opportunity to recognize someone that 
has truly benefited the industry,” said 
Tim Lyons, HRCA executive director. 
HRCA provides its members with 
the opportunity to nominate individuals 
who they believe have done the most for 
the improvement and betterment of the 
roofing industry in Hawaii. 


AM Partners’ Windsor 
Park opens in Shanghai 

AM Partners, one of Hawaii's largest 
architectural companies, recently an- 
nounced the completion and grand 
opening of its Windsor Park project in 
Shanghai, China. 

The luxury villa project consists of a 
two-phase development that will include 
60 upscale residential units. AM Part- 
ners designed the units in a neo-classi- 
cal style to attract international corpo- 
rations that will staff employees on a 
permanent basis in China. 

“More and more American and Euro- 
pean firms are establishing offices in 
China and they are looking for good 
quality, western-style homes. These fit 
the bill,” said Charles Lau, AM Part- 
ners’ president. 

The strategy seems to be working as 
industrial giant General Motors signed 
on for 10 of the first 30 units available. 
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Other major corporations are currently 
negotiating to house their overseas em- 
ployees at Windsor Park. 

The secured family villas command 
high prices, probably the highest rental 
rates in Shanghai, averaging $13,000 
per month. In addition, renters must 
sign a two-year contract and pay in ad- 
vance. 

In addition to Windsor Park, AM 
Partners is also working on two other 
major projects in China — a $60-mil- 
lion, mixed-use project in Beijing and 
the $120-million Keep Mount Plaza in 
Guangzhou. 


WAT&G named best in 
leisure, hospitality market 

Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo is the 
best international firm in the 
“Leisure/Hospitality” market, according 
to the recently released 1996 “Survey of 
the World’s 200 Largest Architectural 
Practices,” conducted and published by 
World Architecture magazine. 

The survey also listed WAT&G 
among the world’s top 15 firms active in 
four geographic regions — Africa, the 
Pacific Rim, South America and the 
Middle East. 

“Both our market share and our vol- 
ume of international work have in- 
creased steadily over the past three 
years,” said Ronald J. Holecek, AIA, 
WAT&G president and chief executive 
officer. “In fact, last year international 
work accounted for 80 percent of our 
billings, with active projects in 34 coun- 
tries on six continents.” 

Since its founding in 1945, WAT&G 
has specialized in hospitality, leisure and 
entertainment design from its offices in 
Honolulu, Newport Beach, Calif., London 
and Singapore. The firm is best known 
for projects such as the Grand Hyatt 
Bali, Indonesia; Four Seasons Chinzan- 
so, Tokyo; The Palace of the Lost City, 
South Africa; La Manga Club Resort, 
Spain; and Hyatt Regency Kauai. 


Osato re-joins Media Five 


Limited mt 
Media Five d 
Limited has an- 
nounced that 
Dennis Osato, 
AIA, recently re- 
joined the multi- 
disciplinary de- 
sign firm as an 
architect. 

Osato is 
working on One Archer Lane, a resi- 
dential condominium on South King 
Street for the Myers Corporation and 
the new Bishop Museum Science Cen- 
ter. 


Dennis Osato 


He was a member of Media Five 
from 1977 to 1987. He then co-founded 
Brawner/Osato Architects Inc., where 
he stayed until 1992, when he formed 
his own firm, Dennis Osato, AIA. 

Osato has played important roles in 
developments not only in Hawaii, but 
also in Australia and Micronesia. 

In Micronesia, he served as project 
designer for Palau Pacific Resort. In 
Australia, he was both project architect 
and project designer for the Gold Coast 
International Hotel and project design- 
er for Tiki Village International, pro- 
jects of Media Five’s branch office in 
Australia. 

The Media Five projects Osato has 
worked on have received numerous 
awards including the Hawaii 
Society/AIA Award of Excellence for the 
Palau Pacific Resort, the Royal Aus- 
tralian Institute of Architects Design 
Award and Certification of Meritorious 
Architecture for Gold Coast Interna- 
tional, the Hawaii Society/AIA Award of 
Merit for Straub Clinic at Windward 
Mall and the state of Hawaii Gover- 
nor’s Energy Award for the U.S.S. Ari- 
zona Hall. 
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Award of Merit 


Multi-family Residential 


Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo 
The Bluffs at Mauna Kea 


In keeping with the concept of openness, the bedroom, with its 10-foot 


ceiling, leads to a lanai and an ocean view. 


hen architects from Wimberly Allison Tong 
& Goo designed the Bluffs at Mauna Kea, 
their goal was to create distinctive second- 
home condominiums on a premium site to 
lure people to the upscale experience of 
Hawaii’s climate and informal lifestyle. 

To accomplish this, the architects decided to main- 
tain the character of the natural, open and rugged en- 
vironment of the site on the Big Island’s South Kohala 
Coast. They also wanted to retain as much open space 
as possible and to use the available view as a major de- 
sign element. 

When designing the condominiums, the architects 
thought it was important to respect all of the local ar- 
chitectural traditions, lifestyles and archaeological sites. 

In addition, Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo wanted to 
contribute to the island-style sense of place. The archi- 
tects did this by carefully crafting indoor-outdoor se- 
quences and providing top-quality structural and fin- 
ishing details. 

These finishing details include a blue-green clay-tile 
roof, Honduras mahogany trim, hardwood and lime- 
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stone floors, granite and marble 
counter tops, Australian brush- 
box eucalyptus and African ani- 
gre cabinets, bath skylight, 
whirlpool tubs, walk-in shower 
and mosaic-tile pool and spa. 

The condominiums were de- 
signed to give a single-family 
feeling by providing an empha- 
sis on privacy. Each unit in- 
cludes a landscaped motor court, 
two-car garage, swimming pool, 
outdoor whirlpool, limestone- 
covered lanai/deck and central 
air conditioning. 

The split-level floor plan en- 
compasses 3,895 square feet. 
The living room has 12-foot 
vaulted ceilings, while the din- 
ing room and bedrooms have 10- 
foot ceilings. 

The prototype unit was awarded the Grand Award 
for Best Condominium more than 1,800 square feet in 
the 1994 Gold Nugget Awards Program. The interior de- 
signers were recognized in 1994 with an Award of Hon- 
or from the American Society of Interior Designers — 
Hawaii Chapter. 


Credits 


Mechanical Engineer 
Kenneth Thom Associates 


Architect Ltd. 


Owner/Client 
Mauna Kea Properties 


Wimberly Allison Tong & 
Goo 


Contractor 

Birtcher/Kikai Joint Ven- 
ture 

Civil Engineer 

Belt Collins Hawaii 


Electrical Engineer 
Toft Moss Farrow Inc. 


Structural Engineer 
SSFM Engineers 


Landscape Architect 
Belt Collins Hawaii 


Interior Designers 
Merrill & Associates Inc. 
Philpotts & Associates Inc. 


Audio/Visual Consultants 
Design Systems Ltd. 


Jury’s Comments 


“The project exhibited a 


sensitive use of materials 


and a solid floor plan, with 


care given to the scale of 


the zero lot line design.” 


Designed to take advantage of spectacular views, the living room offers a panoramic look at the ocean and 
Kohala Coast. 
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"Built-In Style” Refrigerator 
Debuts in Hawaii Market 


ervco Pacific’s Contract Sales Division recently in- 
S troduced the GE Profile “Built-In Style” refrigera- 
tor to Hawaii. 

These new refrigerators provide “a built-in look with- 
out the built-in expense.” This new style can save up to 
six inches of floor space. 

The “Built-In Style” refrigerator is available in two 
versions. The traditional model slides in like a free- 
standing unit, while the contemporary model includes a 
factory-installed trim kit with custom or standard pan- 
els to blend with any kitchen decor. 

All models feature the Smart Storage System, Light- 
Touch! water and ice dispenser, Quick Space shelf, two 
slide-out, spill-proof glass shelves, Spacemaker doors 
and wire Everwhite slide-out freezer baskets. 

The EnergySmart! refrigerators use about 50 percent 
as much energy as models made in 1980 and include the 
QuietSound Noise Reduction Package. 


The stylish GE Profile “Built- 
In Style” refrigerator saves 
floor space. 
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AdvancedRoofing Technology, Inc. 


Hawaiis Representatives of 


Quality Roofing/Waterproofing 


and Related Construction 
Materials 


1995 
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Award 


With Advanced Roofing Technology. 
“Your building can wear a roof that fits! 
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|kaika. Hawaiian for “strong, powerful, determination.” 
All words that symbolize strength and durability. 

All words that describe masonry. Even the materials 
of masonry — brick, marble, stone — are vivid 
pictures of strength. Our own Masonry Institute Award 
is called “Ikaika”, given in recognition of “strong 
performance in the industry.” What does all this mean 
to you? Nothing measures up to masonry for 
endurance, ease of maintenance and practical beauty. 
And that’s a truth you can build on. 


MASONRY 
INSTITUTE 
OF HAWAII 
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